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City Hall reopened to the public on May 4th and resumed in-person public meetings in June. I’d like 
to thank each of you for your patience with City administrative and municipal court staff while we 
worked to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 not only to staff, but also in our community. 

On June 15th, City Council approved a change order from Georgia Development Partners which included asphalt repairs near 
the railroad tracks on Hickory Road, the replacement of broken curb and gutter, and the resurfacing of Hickory Road from 
Holly Springs Parkway to the railroad tracks. This work will be completed in conjunction with top coating the roundabout and 
should be finished in late July. 

The City posted a Request for Proposals for the Holly Springs Mixed-Use Site Work and Infrastructure Project, which includes 
site development for the new City Hall, the residential over retail component, as well as the city homes and town home com-
ponents of the Town Center Project. The Notice to Proceed is scheduled to be given to the chosen contractor in fall 2020. This 
project is scheduled to take 15 months to complete once the Notice to Proceed is delivered. At that point, the Town Center 
Project site will be ready to go vertical! 

As part of the 2020 Local Maintenance Improvement Grant (LMIG), the City repaired and repaved Hickory Springs Industrial 
Drive in April and after receiving additional LMIG funds in May, also paved Morgan Road in June. This project was awarded to 
Baldwin Paving Company Inc. during the May 21st Council meeting. 

I’d like to congratulate City Manager Robert H. Logan and the Finance Department staff for once again receiving the Certificate 
of Achievement for Excellence in Financial reporting for the 2018 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR). The City has 
received this award from the Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA) each year since 2012. All past years’ CAFRs are 
on the City’s website, and you can view the 2018 CAFR at www.hollyspringsga.us/fy18audit. The City’s CAFR for the year ending 
2019 was completed in June and submitted to the GFOA for review.

During the peak of the shelter-in-place order from Governor Brian Kemp, City Council took action to temporarily allow restau-
rants that held a retail consumption on premises alcohol license to sell beer and wine by the package for to-go orders. During 
the May 21st meeting, Council voted to make that a permanent change to the City’s alcohol ordinance. 

I would like to congratulate Chief Michael Carswell and the men and women of the Holly Springs Police Department for their 
inclusion (again!) in SafeWise.com’s annual listing of safest cities in Georgia. Jumping eight spots from 2019, Holly Springs was 
named the 6th safest City in Georgia. SafeWise.com ranks cities based on population thresholds and data from the FBI’s 
Uniform Crime Reporting Program. When you see them out and about, please join me in thanking them for their service to the 
community. 



The City of Holly Springs government consists of a Mayor and five Council Members. The term of each office is 
four years. Elections  are staggered every two years. The City of Holly Springs is divided into five geographic 
wards, which are elected at-large by plurality vote. Candidates must reside in the ward he or she is running 
for when he or she qualifies as a candidate. Elected officials shall continue to reside in the ward he or she 
qualified for the duration of their period of service as well as continue to be registered and eligible to vote in 
municipal elections of the City.

Candidates elected to office in the November election take office in the month of January of the following 
year. They will be sworn in at the first Council meeting of the year.

The City of Holly Springs’ next Municipal General Election will be held to fill the Mayor’s Seat, 
and the Wards 3 and 5 Council Seats, which are currently occupied by Mayor Steven W. 
Miller, Ward 3: Michael Roy Zenchuk II, and Ward 5: Jeremy Smith.  

CITY OF HOLLY SPRINGS
Municipal General Election

MAYOR 
Steven W. Miller

WARD 3
Michael Roy Zenchuk II

WARD 5 
Jeremy Smith



Qualifying Information
Qualifying dates and fees are set by state law. All potential candidates are qualified by the City Clerk. 
Qualifying fees are 3% of the Mayor’s and Councilmembers' annual salaries, $360 and $180 respectively. 

The qualifying dates for the November 3, 2020 election are August 17th - 19th from 8:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m.
in the City Clerks Office, located at Holly Springs City Hall, 3237 Holly Springs Parkway.

If someone is considering seeking any of these positions, prior to soliciting campaign contributions, they must 
file a “Declaration of Intention to Accept Campaign Contributions” and they may also file a “Registration form 
for a Campaign Committee other than Candidate.” Potential candidates must also complete a Campaign 
Contribution Disclosure Report and Personal Financial Disclosure Statement. All campaign and financial reports 
are filed with the City Clerk.

To Qualify for Candidacy:
To be eligible for office you must:

• Be 21 years of age or older;
• Be a citizen of the United States;
• Be a registered voter in Cherokee County;
• Be a resident of the City of Holly Springs;
• Reside within the designated geographical boundaries for a period of a minimum of one year;
• Have all public monies accounted for;
• Never have been  convicted and sentenced for fraudulent violation of election laws, malfeasance in office, or
felony involving moral turpitude  or conviction of domestic violence under the laws of this State or any other
State of the United States, unless the candidate’s civil rights have been restored and at least ten years have
elapsed, from the date of completion of  the sentence, without a subsequent  conviction of another felony
involving moral  turpitude;
• Pay the appropriate qualifying fee; file a pauper’s affidavit or qualify as a write-in candidate
• Qualify to run in the Office of the City Clerk on the dates/times specified

You must file a Notice of Candidacy and Affidavit at the City Clerk’s office during the designated qualifying 
dates and time. 

House Bill 1087
City residents will also see the following question on their November 3, 2020 ballot: 

Election Dates/Times:
Municipal General Election: Tuesday, November 3, 2020, 7:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
For absentee mail-out, in person early voting and voter registration information call 770-479-0407.

On Election Day – voters will be required to vote at their Cherokee County polling locations.   For more 
information or to locate your polling place; or dates/times/locations for absentee and early voting – please 
call 770-479-0407; Email:  voterhelp@cherokeega.com; or visit their website:  http://voter.cherokeega.com.

The voter registration deadline for the November 3, 2020 election is October 5, 2020.  
You may register at http://voter.cherokeega.com.  

"Shall the Act be approved which provides a homestead exemption from City of Holly 
Springs ad valorem taxes for municipal purposes in the amount of up to $409,900.00 of 
the appraised value of the homestead for residents of that city who are 62 years of age 
or older?”

( ) YES

( ) NO
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January 
Approved a Consent Agenda which included December 2, 2019 Council Meeting Minutes; December 16, 2019 Council Meeting 
Minutes; a resolution in support of the Second Amendment to the United States Constitution and the Georgia Constitution 
protecting citizens’ inalienable and individual right to keep and bear arms; proposal from Acer Environmental, LLC for professional 
services associated with consultation and meeting coordination for a road and trail crossing and environmental issues on U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers land, R/P No. P206; proposal No. 40480M from Hutcheson Horticultural Co. for pine straw for the 
Sixes Road median in an amount not to exceed $247.50; a resolution declaring certain property as surplus and authorizing 
its sale or disposal; a resolution to amend the City of Holly Springs Municipal Services Master Fee Schedule; a resolution to 
appoint conferees of the City Council of the City of Holly Springs, Georgia to a conference committee to participate in good faith 
in negotiation of matters related to Service Delivery Strategy Agreements with other cities and Cherokee County, to agree to 
dates, times, and locations for said meetings, to establish topics for the negotiation meetings and to establish rules of decorum 
for said negotiation meetings; an intergovernmental agreement between Cherokee County and the City of Holly Springs for 
Cherokee County to conduct City elections; a quote from Andrews Technology HMS, Inc. for Novatime Web based Time & 
Attendance Licenses and an FMLA Case Tracking module in an amount not to exceed $1,260 annually; an interagency agreement 
regarding the Cherokee County Child Abuse Multidisciplinary Team among Anna Crawford Children’s Center, Ball Ground Police 
Department, Canton Police Department, Cherokee County Department of Family and Children Services, Cherokee County District 
Attorney’s Office, Cherokee County Sheriff’s Office, Cherokee County Solicitor’s Office, Holly Springs Police Department, and 
Woodstock Police Department and authorize Chief Michael Carswell to execute the agreement.

Approved a resolution to request the Cherokee Legislative Delegation to sponsor and submit enabling Legislation for a Homestead 
Exemption for senior citizens age 62 and over, up to $409,900 in fair market value or $163,960 in assessed value, subject to 
approval by the voters in a referendum election to be held in November 2020. 

Approved CUP-03-2019, a conditional use permit for a Self-Storage Establishment for property located on Hickory Road, Holly 
Springs, GA, tax parcel 105 of tax plat 15N14 with staff stipulations. 

February 
Approved a Consent Agenda which included January 23, 2020 Council Meeting Minutes; CUP-01-2020, a Conditional Use 
Permit for a “Massage Therapy” establishment, concerning 0.62+/- acres, identified as tax parcel 055 of tax plat 93N00, located 
off of Holly Springs Parkway with staff stipulations; Contract Change Order #8 from Georgia Development Partners for the 
Hickory Road and Palm Street Intersection Improvements Project; proposal No. P19120 (Revised) for preliminary subsurface 
exploration and geotechnical engineering evaluation for the Town Center Parking Deck among Oasis Consulting Services, Holly 
Springs Downtown Development Authority, and the City of Holly Springs; Resolution supporting legislation for the Georgia Local 
Government Infrastructure Finance Authority Act; MCSJ Contract and the Cloud Hosting Agreement between Edmunds GovTech, 
Inc. and the City of Holly Springs in an amount not to exceed $229,810 for the first year, $28,800 in year two, and $29,100 in year 
three; Scope of Services for Holly Springs Town Center, Monthly Services Retainer from Clementine Creative in an amount not 
to exceed $4,500 per month; Towing and Storage Services Agreement between Ingram Towing & Impound Service, Inc. and the 
City of Holly Springs and to authorize the Mayor to execute the agreement; an ordinance of the City of Holly Springs, Georgia 
approving budget amendments for the fiscal year 2019 for the Hotel/Motel Tax Fund; Award the Hickory Road Sidewalk and 
Drainage Improvements Project to Triscapes Incorporated in an amount not to exceed $305,854, and to authorize the Mayor to 
sign the construction documents; Award the Palm Street Sidewalk and Drainage Improvements Project to A1 Contracting in an 
amount not to exceed $1,240,231, and to authorize the Mayor to sign the construction documents; Proposal from Caldwell Cline 
Architects & Designers for Design Development Phase and Construction Documents for the parking deck in the Town Center 
Project; Amendment to Intergovernmental Agreement with Downtown Development Authority (DDA) and deed to transfer property 
to DDA

March 
Approved a Consent Agenda which included February 3, 2020 Council Meeting Minutes; February 24, 2020 Council Meeting 
Minutes; ORD-01-2020, adoption of the Official Holly Springs Zoning Map; MA-01-2020, rezoning of 0.82 +/- acres located at 727 
Hickory Road and 155 Milner Drive Holly Springs, GA, tax parcels 245 and 246 of tax plat 15N14, from NC, Neighborhood 
Commercial to GC, General Commercial with staff stipulations; CUP-02-2020, a conditional use permit for a Gasoline Service 
Station located at 727 Hickory Road and 155 Milner Drive Holly Springs, GA, tax parcels 245 and 246 of tax plat 15N14; Lighting 
Services Agreement between Georgia Power and the City of Holly Springs for Service Location 0 Holly Springs Parkway, Holly 
Springs, Georgia 30115 in an amount not to exceed $45,236.40; CC

COUNCIL MINUTE SUMMARY
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The annual summer 
burn ban went into 

effect on May 1st. 
Georgia 

Environmental 
Protection Division 

(EPD) issues burning  
restrictions during 

the  summer 
months when 

increases in ground 
level ozone may 

create health risks. 
The ban will expire 

on September 30th.
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STORMWATER

What’s the problem? 
Your backyard swimming pool and spa make life more enjoyable. However, pool and spa water often 
contain chlorine and bromine as well as other chemicals. These chemicals keep your pool and spa wa-
ter clean and clear, but can damage the environment. When pools and spas are improperly maintained, 
drained or discharged, these chemicals can end up reaching our rivers, lakes and streams where they 
harm aquatic plants and animals. 

You’re the solution to water pollution. 
Do your part to protect our rivers, lakes and streams by following these tips when draining and caring 
for your pool and spa.
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Pool & Spa Maintenance Tips 
4 Clean your pool or spa regularly, and maintain proper chlorine levels, water filtration and circulation. 
     You will not have to drain your pool or spa as often if you do. 

4 Follow all label instructions precisely when using pool and spa chemicals. 

4 Avoid using copper- or silver-based algaecides. Instead, control algae by regulating chlorine levels, using 
     dye additives or a pool cover to block sunlight. 

4 Store all pool maintenance chemicals indoors or in a dry, covered area to keep out of contact with 
     rainwater. Always keep out of reach of children. 

4 Consider using a professional pool maintenance company to service your pool or spa. 

Contact your local government to learn more about your community’s pool and spa regulations. If you       
are not sure who to call, the Clean Water Campaign can help. Email us at info@cleanwatercampaign.com.

Proper Drainage and Disposal of Pool & Spa Water

Never drain water from your pool or spa to: 
Your driveway, street, nearby storm drain or drainage ditch

 A nearby stream, river, pond or lake
 Your septic system

Contact your wastewater provider to see if pool or spa discharges are allowed to the sanitary sewer
system. If discharges are allowed, be sure to follow the procedures identified by your sewer provider,

Consider using a pool maintenance company to collect and properly dispose of your pool or spa water.

 If these options are not possible, you may drain your pool or spa slowly to your lawn or other landscaped 
area provided that: 

Your pool or spa was not treated with copper or silver algaecides. 
The water has been dechlorinated / debrominated to 0.1 mg/L (ppm) of chlorine. 
The water has been neutralized to a pH between 6.5-8.5. 
The water should be clear and free of algae. 

- All water should be discharged slowly enough to allow it to soak into the ground and prevent erosion and
runoff to a storm drain, drainage ditch or surface water.
- Any unauthorized discharges may be subject to local enforcement regulations.

Note: Draining saltwater pools to your lawn or landscaped area may harm your landscaping.

Cleaning and Maintaining Filters 
•Always rinse and backwash filters over the lawn or other dirt area, ensuring that nothing drains to paved
areas, storm drains, drainage ditches or surface waters. Spade any filter residue into the soil.
• Diatomaceous earth – a typical pool filtering agent – should be dried out, placed in a plastic bag
and disposed of in the trash.
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Officer James Lenahan 
has entered the Field 
Training Officer 
program as he prepares 
for solo status. Pictured 
is Judge Darrell Caudill 
swearing in Officer 
Lenahan.  

Welcome Officer Jay Burns! “Officer Burns 
brings over 20 years of professional law 
enforcement experience to our growing agency 
and we proud to have him,” Chief Carswell said. 
Pictured with Officer Burns is Judge Darrell 
Caudill and Chief Carswell. 
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“Who is my neighbor?” Have you ever found yourself 
asking that question?  Many have asked it through the 
years, yet in today’s volatile setting I wonder if we are asking 
that question with the wrong motives.  
I am reminded of a story about a man in need.  Do you remember 
how the story of the Good Samaritan?  It started with a 
lawyer asking Jesus a question about life and being reminded
to, “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  Then the lawyer does 
the lawyerly thing and asks a qualifying follow-up question. 
“Who is my neighbor?”  Just like a lawyer isn’t? They need to 
clarify, parse, define with detail and precision under the law 
precisely what was meant.  Was it a trick question?  I don’t 
think so.  It seems to me he was looking for an answer to 
justify himself.  But he got more than he bargained for 
when Jesus answered.  The response redefined “neighbor” 
not in terms of race, religion, proximity, or status; Jesus 
made it much simpler. Your neighbor is whoever is in need. 
His response was of a man traveling on a dangerous road when 
he is attacked by bandits, robbed, and left in the ditch for dead. 
Two people come by who we believe should care for this man 
because of their position in the community, but do not. 
Then one comes who should not care, but does.  See, the 
one who stopped to help was different than the injured man. 
His culture was different, his color was different, his religion 
was different, his status was different, his community was 
different. 

The injured man despised the helper's culture and 
thought his “type” was unclean.  Yet the “unclean” man 
stopped, bound up the wounds and took him to an inn, 
then paid for his stay while he healed, promising to return 
to check on him later. We all have been the injured man, 
hurting and in the ditch of life.  And whether we 
recognized it or not, someone came along and helped us 
get back on our journey, often those we least wanted to 
help us.  And who are the encouragers, the healers, the 
ones who stop to help?  The ones who best remember 
when they were hurting and lying in the ditch.  Both 
persons are my “neighbor”?  Yes, and both persons have 
been to me.
Who is my neighbor?  Some seek to despise, separate, 
and segregate their community into groups so that 
they can hand-select to whom they will be neighborly.  
Permission to hate others will eventually leave us all in 
the ditch.  Are we different?  You bet.  Imagine if everyone 
in America was the same; what a bore that would be. Life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness are for everyone. 
Can we be different and still be neighbors?  Of course. 
Today, you may be on the road.  Tomorrow, you may be 
in the ditch.

Who is my neighbor?  Seems like a trivial question now.

WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR? 
By Chief Michael Carswell
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Administration | Main Phone Line: 770-345-5536

City Manager– Rob Logan

City Clerk/HR Director – Karen Norred

Finance Director – Denise Lamazares

IT & Facilities Manager – Ron Carter

Accounting Specialist – Becky Bruce

Main Street Director/Assistant City Clerk– Erin Honea

Municipal Court | Main Phone Line: 770-345-5538

Court Administrator – Donna Sanders

Police | Main Phone Line: 770-345-5537

Police Chief – Mike Carswell

Deputy Chief – Tommy Keheley

Code Enforcement Officer – Jeff Lance

Community Development | Main Phone Line: 770-345-5533

Community Development Director – Nancy Moon

Chief Building Official – Gary Caviness

Stormwater Coordinator/GIS Technican – Zach Arnold 

Public Works / Main Phone Line: 770-345-5536

Public Works Project Manager – Collins Monette

Visit us online at  
www.hollyspringsga.us

for updates, calendar of special events 
and news about our City

Upcoming Meetings

CITY COUNCIL*
Meets at 7:00 p.m.
Held at Holly Springs Public Safety Building

July 27th 
August 17th 
September 28th

PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
Meets at 6:00 p.m.
Held at Holly Springs Public Safety Building

July 9th 
August 13th 
September 17th

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
Meets at 6:00 p.m.
Held at Holly Springs Public Safety Building

July 15th 
August 19th 
September 16th 

TREE COMMISSION
Meets at 6:00 p.m.
Held at Holly Springs Public Safety Building

July 14th 
August 11th
 September 8th 

*Holly Springs Work Sessions are held the
first Monday of each month.

If you are open for business and want to get the word out about 
your hours, special promotions, or service offerings, make sure to 
take advantage of this online listing service from the Cherokee 
Office of Economic Development! Create your profile today by 
visiting https://covid-19.zoomprospector.com/CHEROKEE. (And if 
you want to support local, just take a peek at the same link. You 
won’t regret it!) 
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Change Order #9 from Georgia Development Partners, LLC for the Hickory Road and Palm Street Intersection Improvements Project 
in an amount not to exceed $38,763.20; Memorandum of Understanding regarding the Georgia Internet Crimes Against Children 
Task Force between the Georgia Bureau of Investigation and the City of Holly Springs; A resolution to amend the City of Holly 
Springs Financial Management Policy, Purchasing Policies, Section I Centralized Purchasing System, Sections (D), (E) and (F) and 
Section II, Bidding Process, Sections (C) and (D); A contract for Detention Pond Wall B-1 among North Georgia Foundations, Inc., 
the Downtown Development Authority of Holly Springs, and the City of Holly Springs, Georgia, in an amount not to exceed 
$361,790.84 and authorize the Mayor to execute the contract; Award the clearing, grinding, and hauling project for the Master 
Detention Pond B-1 to Southeast Grinding, Inc. in an amount not to exceed $30,000, and authorize the Mayor to execute the 
proposal; Award the erosion control project for the Master Detention Pond B-1 to The Erosion Company (TEC) in an amount not to 
exceed $12,270, and authorize the Mayor to execute the proposal; Award the grading and site work project for the Master Detention 
Pond B-1 to Weaver Grading in an amount not to exceed $63,998.68, and authorize the Mayor to execute the proposal; Award the 
stormwater infrastructure project for the Master Detention Pond B-1 to Weaver Grading in an amount not to exceed $99,998.48, and 
authorize the Mayor to execute the proposal; A resolution to declare certain property as surplus and authorizing its sale or disposal; A 
Vendor Hosted Order Form from Andrews Technology HMS, Inc. for seven (7) Supervisor Licenses in an amount not to exceed $420
A resolution amending the City of Holly Springs Personnel Manual to create Section 11.2.4 Contagious Conditions, Section 11.2 
Attendance and Punctuality.

Approve the purchase in lieu of condemnation of the Havgol, LLC property for the industrial connector project, located at 411 Hickory 
Road, in an amount not to exceed $2,621,000.

Approved an emergency ordinance to declare a public health emergency in the City of Holly Springs due to the spread of COVID-19. 

Authorized the Mayor to issue an emergency order related to COVID-19 adopting the Governor’s executive order. 



City of Holly Springs
P.O. Box 990
Holly Springs, GA 30142

Elected Officials
Mayor: Steve Miller

Councilwoman: Karen Barnett

Councilwoman: Dee Phillips

Councilman: Jeremy Smith

Councilman: Kyle Whitaker

Councilman: Michael Roy Zenchuk II

Contact us:
Our physical address:

City of Holly Springs

3237 Holly Springs Parkway

Holly Springs, GA 30115

Administration: 770-345-5536

Community Development: 770-345-5533

Police Department: 770-345-5537

Police Tip Hot line: 770-704-0667

Municipal Court: 770-345-5538

Emergency: 911

We’re on the web!
www.hollyspringsga.us


